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Steve Davis (R of centre) congratulates VCAUSA Member, Geoff 
Joshua, on his 50th First-Class match, witnessed by David Talalla 

(extreme L) and Tony Wilds (picture courtesy AAP.) (See article p 14.) 
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FROM THE EDITOR 
The 2018-19 Premier Cricket Season seems to have progressed with plenty of 
cricket and not much time lost through rain, with the exception of Day 1 of Round 
3 on 20th October when, despite the wet day, one 3rd Grade match had resulted 
in first-innings points being gained by one Club, with the result that on the 
following Saturday, 1st, 2nd and 4th Grades played a one-dayer under CV Rule 18 
while 3rd Grade matches continued under two-day rules. It was interesting to 
observe that there were just three drawn matches amongst the nine for the round 
in the grade, suggesting that, in general, a positive approach to the cricket was 

applied by captains. 
In this issue, I am pleased to bring you introductory “Bios” to a further two new panel members, 
Ashfaq Ali and Valli Selvaraj.  Ashfaq also features in the report on the social cricket match against 
the Australian Cricket Society, which for this issue, has become the ongoing column, “The 2019 
Crockett Shield Mission Continues.”  Many thanks to John Richards for this report and to Damian 
Herft for the accompanying pictures. There remain just two more new panel members to introduce 
to readers, and I hope to be able to do this in the December issue. 
This month it is again the turn of President, Alan McCarthy, for that regular column, while Jason 
Leonard-Scott, in his column, has given readers a “ball-by-ball” summary of his recent trip to 
Auckland to take part in a Professional Development and Information Sharing seminar with New 
Zealand colleagues. One should add, “Welcome back, Jason,” after such eventful flights to Auckland 
and back! 
The recent Cup Day BBQ was certainly enjoyed by those who braved the inclement weather on Cup 
Day to drive to Princes Park while the rain pelted down, in order to meet the new panel members 
who attended, to socialize with both young and old members present, to partake of the food and 
drink available and to part with a few hard-earned dollars on the sweeps. The report for this year, 
which does contain the results of the sweeps, is mostly a pictorial one, thanks to the photography 
of Will Downey. 
Then follow two articles, the first from Mattis van Eck who was chosen to officiate in the Cricket 
Australia (CA) National Under-17 Carnival, held recently in Queensland, with some initial matches 
being played in Mackay and the remainder in Brisbane. For the second, I must acknowledge, firstly, 
the CA Umpiring Department for most of the text which I have been given permission to reproduce 
concerning Geoff Joshua’s umpiring career which at the time of the report, had reached its 50th First-
Class match. Secondly, I must acknowledge AAP for the picture accompanying this article, which is 
featured on the front cover of this issue. 
I am very pleased to acknowledge a new contributor to our regular column, “Macca’s Book Review”, 
and hope that Eric Kelly’s review of a recent book which he has found interesting, might encourage 
any other readers of books who also read each issue of Law 43, to “put pen to paper” or “fingers to 
the key board” and submit a review of a book you have read recently. 
Finally, I urge all readers interested in our Association activities to take note of the updated, back-
page Calendar and note on-going events in your diaries 

Trevor Finlayson 
----------------------------------------------------- 
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… AND THE PRESIDENT – PRESIDENTIAL MUSINGS 

Warm weather greeted the start of the season and my colleague and I dealt with 
a very large and undisciplined dog at Prahran that invaded the field of play for 12 
minutes.  (See “The Hound of Prahran (with apologies to Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 
and Paul Wellbourn”, Law 43, Vol. 25, No. 2, p. 14, if you missed the tale.)  The 
owner had less control than the Australian middle order facing spin in Dubai.  Just 
as well we are all wearing black outfits – our period of mourning may be about to 
commence. 
More importantly, the Melbourne Cup Day Barbecue at the Carlton Cricket Club 
was our first function of the season.  Despite the torrential rain in the morning 
which not only drenched a number of well-dressed ladies frequenting the bird-

cage at Flemington, but prevented the attendance at the BBQ for a few who had previously signed 
up and had been catered for, those who braved the weather appeared to enjoy themselves.  Indeed, 
it was pleasing to be able to welcome not only the regulars, but also some new panel members and 
two older life members and their respective partners.   
To prepare for our defence of the Crockett Shield at Easter 2019 we played the Australian Cricket 
Society (ACS) at Caulfield Park on Sunday 4th November.  This proved to be a very pleasant day, 
consistent with all previous encounters with the ACS.  A full report on the match appears elsewhere 
in this issue.  While the ACS proved to be the better team on the day, it was pleasing to see first-
hand the cricketing potential of the new panel members who were available.  Members who were 
unavailable on this occasion should take note that selection for the VCAUSA team for next Easter 
could be quite competitive.  For those interested in playing against the SACUSA team next Easter, 
please take note of forthcoming plans for both practice sessions and further social cricket matches. 
Check out the calendar in Law 43 and on the VCAUSA website for opportunities to support your 
Association and remember – if you attend functions you reap the benefits of membership and you 
get to know umpires from across the panel – 1sts to 4ths - with experience in both Men’s and 
Women’s competitions. 
And to finish with a quote as usual – this time from Scottish comedian Billy Connolly married to 
Australian Pamela Stephenson – “…acting your age is deeply over-rated.  Acting your age is about 
as sensible as acting your street number.”  Don’t forget to have fun along the journey.      

Alan McCarthy 
----------------------------------------------------- 

A QUOTABLE QUOTE 
“I must point out that my rule of life prescribes as an absolutely sacred rite, smoking cigars and also 
the drinking of alcohol before, after, and, if need be, during all meals and in the intervals between 
them.”  [To Arab Leader, Ibn Saud, upon being told the King’s religious beliefs forbade the use of 
tobacco and liquor.] 

 (from The Quotable Winston Churchill - A Collection of Wit and Wisdom ISBN9780-7624-4983-5 
(Running Press, Philadelphia, PA, 2013) p. 49) 

------------------------------------------------------ 
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FROM THE DESK OF THE UMPIRE & COACH EDUCATION 
MANAGER 

A couple of months ago an opportunity arose for me to attend a Professional 
Development and Information Sharing seminar in Auckland, New Zealand. As 
most of you would know, I attended this series of meetings last weekend and 
early this week. The following is a reflection on the time spent over the ditch and 
how it will benefit both Auckland Cricket and Cricket Victoria. 
I boarded QF157 bound for Auckland on Friday night, scheduled for departure 
at 23:35. We pushed back on time and were airborne in a flash. It was a beautiful 
five minutes of flight until the very large bang and almost instantaneous rolling 
back of the engines on the Airbus 330. The pilot came over the PA and informed 
us that we had seemingly hit a very large bird and it was in the interests of safety 

that we would be returning to Melbourne for the engineers to inspect the ‘damage’. Given that I’d 
watched Sully a week or so ago, the thought of having to ditch in the Yarra was not overly inspiring! 
After around an hour of circling over the South-Eastern suburbs, we made our way safely (if not 
VERY tensely) back to terra firma at Tullamarine. The next hour and a half was spent sitting 
helplessly in the aircraft whilst engineers crawled their way over every square inch of the exterior of 
the plane, looking for signs of damage. All the while, they were rather optimistically refuelling the 
aircraft.  
The pilot joins us again to report the findings of ‘remnants’ of up to four birds, including the one that 
broke off the port side windscreen wiper… subsequently replaced, we were cleared to depart. A 
very nervous, but otherwise uneventful, flight ensued, though sleep was now not an option as the 
adrenaline was certainly flowing! Touchdown in Auckland was at 07:00, some 2 hours and 15 
minutes late, but safe and sound nonetheless. Skybus to the hotel looking for an early check-in and 
shower was, I was told, not an option, thanks largely to the hotel being fully booked from the Taylor 
Swift concert the night before!  
Glynn Hammond was there, on time at 09:15, to pick me up and head to Auckland University for 
day two of their First XI match against Parnell. University is a very nice setting and the grounds/pitch 
are of high standard, due mostly to its use as a venue for first-class cricket when Eden Park was 
being re-built, or when it’s unavailable. Unfortunately, the pitch was wet the week before and the 
match was transferred to the ‘A-Block’ which is the equivalent of their thirds/fourths ground. Still a 
hard and very green pitch with excellent pace, bounce and carry. There was also a strong southerly 
wind. The match situation was Uni 116 & 3/43 v Parnell 7(dec)/248. 
Standing at the Northern end, I was fortunate enough to have the second over of the day… time 
enough to get a few ‘sighters’ and ‘ease my way into the match’… much appreciated as I had now 
been awake for 26 hours straight. Well so much for a sighter! First ball from my end to the night 
watchman pitched in line, hit below the knee-roll playing back and was going on to hit leg stump… 
***Count to three, raise finger*** Welcome to New Zealand Cricket, Jason! 
The remainder of the day was pretty uneventful… lots of “Thanks Sir’ upon handing hats back to 
bowlers, a few half-appeals, an obvious caught behind to end Uni’s second innings and a chase of 
59 runs for outright victory for Parnell, which they achieved in 12 overs for the loss of one wicket.  
Ten wickets for the match from young Ollie Pringle (Son of Martin) was impressive. He’s genuinely 
quick and might be one to watch in the future.  
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Interestingly, players need to buy their lunches from the canteen… even the home team. 
Fortunately, at University this is not the case for umpires. The game concluded at 15:45 and after a 
cleansing post-game refreshment, it was back to the hotel. 
Early dinner and after 38 hours straight, it was time for some sleep. 
Sunday morning was tourist time, after a visit to the Cenotaph in Devonport to pay my respects on 
Armistice Day at 11:00. A moving ceremony, even in this relatively small pocket of Auckland, there 
was massive loss of life throughout the wars. Sunday afternoon into evening was a meeting with the 
Auckland Cricket Umpires’ and Scorers’ Association Executive, where all things cricket were 
discussed and a lovely meal shared. 
Monday was spent at Eden Park with representatives from Auckland Cricket. After a brief 
introduction to Iain Laxon (CEO), Doug Cowie (former ICC Elite Panel member and current AC 
Umpire Manager), Dean Bartlett (Senior Cricket Manager), Tony Naidu (Community Cricket 
Manager) and I set to task. 
We discussed: 

• Player Points systems vs Salary Caps; 
• Behaviour and discipline procedures; 
• Umpire recruitment strategies; 
• Umpire accreditation processes and content 
• Umpire retention; 
• Ongoing Umpire training and development; 
• Umpire recognition (Shields, Heritage Numbers, etc.); and 
• The annual umpire exchange between Auckland and Melbourne. 

I’m pleased to announce that the value of the exchange was strongly recognised by all parties and 
will continue into the foreseeable future. 
Monday night was the fortnightly umpire training and development night. There were 65 umpires in 
attendance (about 90% of their panel). They start with an open floor, sharing experiences from the 
previous games and discussing management strategies and outcomes… I like this idea! Next was 
the presentation of awards and recognition certificates. We were then fortunate to have Tony Hill 
(former ICC Elite panel umpire and current NZ national umpire coach) address the group regarding 
expectations, pathways to higher umpiring and routines. (Sounds familiar!) Lastly, I presented to the 
group. This was loosely based on the Community Accreditation face-to-face component but was 
heavily situational and followed-on from Tony’s presentation. Hands-on and practical were the key 
themes. 
All agreed the evening was a great success and left feeling confident about their umpiring… it was 
a very positive feeling in the room all night! 
Tuesday was a long walk around the city, down to the ferry terminal and around the ‘new’ dock 
precinct they are developing in preparation for hosting the Americas Cup in 2021. Check-out and 
head to the airport. 
Flight back to Melbourne departed on time at 19:15 NZDT and was reasonably uneventful other 
than the usual lumps and bumps coming into Melbourne. Over the top of Albert Park and lining up 
for a landing to the North when the ‘gusty cool change’ hits… 2 km out and 2000 feet from the 
ground the roar of the engines picks up and we have a ‘go around’. The pilot informs us that the 
strong southerly change had exceeded the tail-wind landing limitations and we would now be lining 
up for a landing towards the West. The unstable and inconsistent wind gusts were causing more 
bumps than the Big Dipper as we headed off to the East to prepare. Down we come, bouncing 
around all the way. Over the airport perimeter fence, 10 seconds from landing and there goes that 
roar again… go around number two! Same bumps, same Big Dipper, same approach as we lined 
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up for landing attempt number three. This time we got down after 45 minutes of ‘fun’ and taxied our 
way to gate 18. I’ve never felt like kissing the ground so much in my life! 
All in all, a very successful trip (flight adventures aside)! 
See them well! 

Jason Leonard-Scott 
----------------------------------------------------- 

MEET ANOTHER TWO NEW PANEL MEMBERS 
Ashfaq Yacoob-Ali:  Having grown up in India, I was no stranger to Cricket 
from childhood and have grown up playing, watching and almost living cricket. 
I have also been involved in different capacities in a variety of sports namely 
tennis, football, badminton, golf and formula one. Safe to say my life would be 
quite boring if not for sports. 
After my move to Melbourne, I took up cricket umpiring with the Mercantile 
Cricket Association as I thought umpiring would offer some unique yet 
practical skills to complement my post-graduate management studies. 
Starting off as a rookie, I have developed my umpiring skills with the support 
of my colleagues in the MCA and was awarded ‘Most Improved Umpire’ for 
the 2017-18 season. I am glad to have joined the CV panel this season and 

look forward to the experiences and opportunities on offer. 
During the week, I manage research projects for Faculty of Health, Deakin University and Netflix & 
Chill. I love travelling and use every opportunity I get to explore this beautiful country. 

----------------------------------------------------- 
Vallinayagam (Valli) Selvaraj:  Famously known as “The Wall” with my 
friends during my Uni Cricket days. No, I am not referring to myself as Dravid 
in cricketing abilities, but I was one wicket hard to take by my opponents (of 
course at a slow strike rate). My passion for cricket started at age of 7 and is 
still driving me through. I have seen the various dimensions of cricket growth 
in the last 30+ years but still the energy and entertainment hasn’t diminished.  
After migrating to Australia my work colleague seeing my interest in the game 
advised me to take up umpiring profession. I started my umpiring with 
WACUA in 2017 and recently moved to Melbourne. I am excited to resume 
the umpiring duties with CV in 2018 and want to continue it further. 

I have a lovely family – wife Priya, Sons Siddharth (8 years old – playing Under 10s) and Vishva (1 
year old). My wife has partial(!) interest in the game but my elder son is totally obsessed with the 
game and would love to see him in Australian colours in future. I was also acting as a treasurer of 
Willetton tennis club in WA for three years. 

----------------------------------------------------- 
AND ANOTHER  QUOTABLE QUOTE 

“A fanatic is one who can’t change his mind and won’t change the subject.” 
(from The Quotable Winston Churchill - A Collection of Wit and Wisdom ISBN9780-7624-4983-5 

(Running Press, Philadelphia, PA, 2013) p. 40) 
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THE 2019 CROCKETT SHIELD MISSION BEGINS 
Social Cricket:  VCAUSA vs ACS 
On Sunday, 4th November, 2018 at Caulfield Cricket Club we played the 
Australian Cricket Society (ACS) to kick off our quest to retain the Crockett 
Shield to be held at Easter, 2019. 
We batted first and Courtney Lai and Dale Ireland found themselves 
facing up in the middle, as two of the few players to turn up on time. 
Courtney (15) played an assured innings, and set a challenging pace 

between wickets for all his 
partners. Dale (17) would still be 
batting, but for a blinder of a catch 
in slips. Jamie Wyatt (31 ret n.o.) 
got off the mark with a handy 7. 
Judging by Damien Herft’s photo of Jamie down on his 
haunches afterwards, it looked like they had 7 all run, but it 
actually included 4 overthrows. Jamie was the pick of the 
batsmen, spanking them to all parts, and his knock held the 
innings together for us. 
John Richards (21) played a typically streaky innings, riding 

his luck until it ran out when he mishit a pull shot off a full toss and was caught at square leg. Lucky 
for John he hit it though because it would have left a nasty bruise on his chest otherwise. Debutant 
Andrew Chatten showed he likes to hit a long ball or two. Another 
debutant, Ashfaq Ali, looked the part with his shiny new gear but 
unfortunately, copped a low skidder and was hit on the pad in front, 
out LBW. Wearing an MCC cap, Melbourne CC scorer Chris Doyle’s 
eyes lit up when offered a donkey drop but he missed it and was 
bowled. (Please someone get him a VCAUSA cap!) Mattis van Eck 
(10) played his one and only shot consistently, scoring some handy 
runs and being bowled, all in identical fashion. A signature innings 
from Luke Edwards (4 off 30 balls) and some late-order quality from 
Tony Ventura and Alan McCarthy rounded out our innings, all out 
123 in the 36th and final over. 

Our opening attack of Luke Edwards and Chris Doyle looked 
penetrating, but the ACS openers dug in and the ACS were 0/71 
before debutant Ashfaq Ali (4 overs 2/19) got the initial breakthrough. 
A flurry of wickets from Mattis van Eck (6 overs 2/15) and Dale Ireland 
(4 overs 1/7) with his non-tweaking tweakers dragged us back into the 
match. Along with his batting and keeping this was enough to secure 
Dale the ACS’s nomination as VCAUSA man of the match and a Ken 
Piesse book. 
Our fielding and catching were excellent, and this in spite of a barrage 
of verbal abuse from Mattis van Eck at mid-on. Mattis himself held a 
hard hit return catch off his own bowling from opposition batsmen G. 
Scotland. This disappointed the purists who were looking forward to 
seeing Ireland bowl to Scotland. Andrew Chatten caught a rocket off 

 
The coveted Crockett 

Shield, currently held by 
the VCAUSA 

 
Courtney Lai, in opening style! 

 
A “streaky” John Richards! 

 
Chris Doyle opens the bowling 
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Ashfaq Ali. Luke Edwards backed back and held on to a high 
sky ball at mid-on in spite of a clumsy oaf (John Richards) 
running round from mid-off and getting in his way. Dale 
Ireland and Jamie Wyatt both put on a clinic behind the 
stumps. 

At 4/94 and 5/105 in the 
25th over we looked a 
sneaky chance but 
unfortunately the ACS had 
stacked the lower order and 
some big hitting put the 
game out of reach for us. 
Trevor Finlayson’s umpiring was high quality all day and he should 
consider a career on the Panel on this performance. Alan Britton 
showed why Monash Tigers are lucky to have him on the 

scorebook at weekends and we 
were lucky to have him on ours 
this day. 
The ACS hosted the day 
magnificently and the facilities 
and hospitality were first class. 
Damian Herft is acknowledged 
for the included pictures. An 
enjoyable day was had by all 
and any prospective players 
should do their best to front up 
for our next clash against Mount 
Waverley Vets in March 2019 
and join the fun. 

John Richards & Tony Ventura. 
 
The Match Scorecard: 
1st Innings – VCAUSA FOW Bowling O M W R Nb Wd 

D. Ireland c J. Scotland b P. Klauer 17 27 D. Strybosch 5 1 0 17 0 0 
C. Lai st A. Bakshi b A. Hall 15 43 P. Klauer 5 0 1 24 0 0 
J. Wyatt retired 31 - A. Hall 3 0 1 14 0 0 
J. Richards c P. Gregory b M. Delaney 21 89 M. Ronchi 5 0 0 17 1 0 
A. Ali lbw b J. Scotland 2 87 M. Delaney 5 0 2 18 0 0 
A. Chatten c & b M. Delaney 4 99 J. Scotland 5 2 3 6 0 0 
M. van Eck b A. Betts 10 109 A. Betts 4 1 1 14 0 0 
C. Doyle b J. Scotland 0 101 P. Gregory 2.4 0 0 4 0 0 
L. Edwards run out 5 123 K. Sullivan 1 1 1 0 0 0 
T. Ventura b J. Scotland 3 112 
A. McCarthy b K. Sullivan 7 122 
 Extras  (nb 1, w 0, b 8, lb 0)  9 
   Total   123 

1st Innings – ACS  FOW Bowling O M W R Nb Wd 

S. Ferguson retired 31 - L. Edwards 4.2 0 0 24 0 0 
G. Grean retired 32 - C. Doyle 7 0 0 29 0 0 
A. Betts c A. Chatten b A. Ali 12 71 M. van Eck 6 0 2 15 2 0 

 
Debutante, left-arm “tweaker”, Ashfaq Ali 

 
ACS Captain, Anthony Hall, awards 
Player of the Match, Dale Ireland. 

 
The two teams and Umpires, Bob Seymour (right) and Trevor Finlayson (left). 
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G. Scotland c & b M. van Eck 5 76 C. Lai 3 0 0 24 0 0 
S. Pinder b M. van Eck 3 80 A. Ali 4 0 2 19 0 0 
A. Bakshi c L. Edwards b A. Ali 2 84 J. Richards 1 0 0 3 0 1 
K. Sullivan not out 27  D. Ireland 4 2 1 7 0 0 
P. Gregory lbw b D. Ireland 1 105 
M. Delaney not out 5 
D. Strybosch dnb 
M. Ronchi dnb 

Extras  (nb 2, w 1, b 1, lb 3)  7 
   Total   5/127 

----------------------------------------------------- 
CUP DAY BBQ REPORT 

(The following provides a clear and concise pictorial report on this year’s Cup Day BBQ which was enjoyed by the 36 
comprising members, partners and families, who “braved the elements” on Cup Day morning to arrive safely at the 
Carlton CC, Princes Park. I can assure you that when Jill and I arrived and stopped in the car park, it was impossible to 
see the spire of Ormond College, such was the downpour at the time. Thanks to Suzanne Collins, Bernadette Bomford, 
Sue McCarthy, Jill Finlayson, Teresa Ventura, Jill Richards, Heather Holt and Sandra Kelly who provided the excellent 
dishes to complement the bbqed chicken and sausages prepared in most trying conditions by Master Chef, John Collins. 
Many thanks to Will Downey for creating the images for this report which continues on page 16. 

Ed.) 

  

Sweep Results:  
 Sweep 1 Sweep 2 Sweep 3 
1. Cross Counter Peter Hooper Heather Holt Peter Hooper 
2. Marmelo Will Downey Reese McCarthy Keenan Car 
3. A Prince of Arran Jill Finlayson Kim Faulkner Will Downey 
Last. Red Cardinal Alan McCarthy Danielle Ventura Sue McCarthy 
 Sweep 4 Sweep 5 
1. Cross Counter Vi Baird C & M Andrews 
2. Marmelo Remy McCarthy Stuart McCarthy 
3. A Prince of Arran Greg Hooper Meridith Kelly 
Last. Red Cardinal Stuart McCarthy Ashley McCarthy 

 
“No Play” at Carlton CC today! 

 
President’s welcome 

 

 
A CV Sexcentenarian and a 

future female cricketer! 

 
New Panel Member, Andre 

Conrade, with the Master Chef 

 
Tim Dey, VCA Umpire, 
1977-1982, 32 matches 

 
Some colourful Fascinators 
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CA U17 CHAMPIONSHIP 2018 - QUEENSLAND 
This year’s U17 carnival was held from 1st to 11th October in Mackay and Brisbane. The match 
officials team comprised nine State and Territory Panel umpires, National Umpires’ Panel member 
Mike Graham-Smith in a mentor capacity, Bob Parry as tournament referee and Steve Davis as 
selector.  
The carnival promised to serve up exciting new 
challenges for all involved. Only having one referee 
and one selector meant some grounds would lack the 
off-field support the match referee usually provides, 
empowering those umpires to handle more issues 
themselves. Although this is no different to what we 
do on any given weekend, at a carnival with a bit 
more happening around each venue, that extra 
support is appreciated. Nonetheless, most things ran 
smoothly in this regard. The next challenge was that 
each of the first four rounds in Mackay had one 
day/night fixture. This meant that each day two 
umpires got to sleep in and they and one of Steve or 
Bob wouldn’t join the group for dinner, breaking the 
team up a bit. Mike and I were the (un)lucky two to 
miss out on a day/night appointment. It would have been cool to stand under lights again, but we 
could tell the quick turn around from a day/night game one day to a day game the next took its toll 
on some of our colleagues. 
Getting to Mackay was a challenge in itself. The majority of the match official group flew via 
Brisbane. First, a thunderstorm at Brisbane airport halted ground operations, just as our bags were 
on the tarmac, uncovered, on the way to the aeroplane. After that delay, we realised Qantas’ Dash-
8’s obviously small cargo hold could not accommodate all the officials’ and players’ kit bags, 

meaning some were left behind, to follow on a “later” flight. 
This same issue was felt by several teams as they made their 
way to Mackay throughout the day. 
My first appointment was WA vs SA with Eloise Sheridan from 
SA, with Steve observing us for the first innings. Eloise and 
Steve were two of the unlucky ones whose bags did not make 
our flight. Luckily, Qantas and Steve managed to get the bags 
to the ground about 15 minutes before play was due to 
commence, meaning Eloise wouldn’t have to stand in dress 
shoes anymore. For those of you keeping score at home, 
that’s twice in two carnivals my partner has only received 
his/her standing shoes at the venue minutes before taking the 
field. The game itself ran much more smoothly. SA posted a 
below par 8/172, which WA chased down in the 41st over, with 
Jayden Goodwin, son of former Zimbabwe international 
Murray, carrying his bat for an impressive 76*. WA were 
helped out by our having to award five penalty runs for a SA 

batsman running on the pitch. For those of you keeping score at home, the number of times I’ve 
now had to award penalty runs for this law is “too many”. 

 
Match Officials for U17 National Carnival (L→R): Steve 
Davis, Andrew Crozier, Berend du Plessis, Roberto 
Howard, Jack Paterson, Mike Graham-Smith, Greg 
Beechey, Mattis van Eck, Ashlee Gibbons, Andrew 
Hamilton, Eloise Sheridan, Bob Parry. 

 
A trip to the forest near Mackay, for some 
(Standing, L→R): Mattis van Eck, Berend du 
Plessis, Roberto Howard, Mike Graham-
Smith, (Front): Andrew Crozier, Greg 
Beechey, Jack Paterson. 
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For my second game I was appointed with Tasmanian Greg Beechey, the man with very famous 
initials, and just like Golden Boy, Beech was a pleasure to stand with. He has an infectious 
enjoyment for umpiring and his communication was excellent. Following this game, it was our first 

rest day. Most of the group chose to take a small trip out 
of Mackay into the forests for some zip-lining. This was a 
great excursion away from the game and let me find the 
balance between focusing on cricket and enjoyment. Later 
on, at 10:15 pm, as most of our group had either turned in 
for the night or were about to, the fire alarm went off at our 
hotel (not a drill). Luckily the smoke we could smell turned 
out not to be too serious and after approximately 15min 
outside, we were allowed back into our rooms. 
My next fixture was SA vs NT, standing with Ashlee 
Gibbons from WA. In spite of our early finish (12:53 pm, 
seven minutes before the scheduled lunch and before the 
day/night game had even had a toss), this was probably 
the busiest day of the carnival for both Ash and me, with 
plenty of appeals and action to keep us on our toes. 
Highlights of the game included SA spinners Sebastian 

Young 
and William Bowering taking 2/17 and 2/18 
respectively, each off a full complement of 10 
overs, followed by SA skipper Kyle Brazell hitting 
59* (58) to seal the early finish. No penalty runs in 
our game, but there were some awarded against 
Queensland. 
For Game 4 I had Qld vs Tas with Andrew Crozier 
of ACT. Tassie’s big hitting opener, captain Mitch 
Owen, hit an impressive 85, but was unable to stop 
Qld claiming the points. There were a few head-
scratchers in the game, such as Tas only bowling 
four overs of spin on what was effectively a Day-4 
pitch, the same pitch I had for game 3 (see above). We also came close to having an Obstructing 
the Field and an Obstruction of a Batsman, both by Queensland, which would have been interesting 
to deal with after their penalty runs the day before. Elsewhere during this round, Jayden Goodwin 
posted the first century of the carnival (112*) after scores of 76*, 64 and 93*. 
The following day was set aside for travel down to Brisbane, which again proved a logistical 
nightmare with many teams only getting their bags the following morning. Luckily no match officials’ 
bags were delayed, so the group remained in good spirits. 
Round 5 served up our first taste of GWL. Due to all venues being spread out, games were affected 
differently, from not at all to extremely, with my game falling right at the end of that spectrum. The 
fixture was Tas vs NSW Metro, standing with Berend du Plessis of NSW. After arriving at Peter 
Easton Oval, home of Valley CC, at 8:00 am for an assumed 9:30 start, all games were delayed by 
two hours and reduced to 40 overs, to accommodate the teams whose bags started the day in 
Mackay. This suited us just fine, as our outfield was wet from an overnight storm. After 24.4 overs 
of the first innings, the next storm arrived. In typical Queensland fashion, the 20-minute downpour, 
coupled with an already saturated outfield resulted in a nearly two-hour break, as groundsmen, 
coaches and players feverishly pushed the three soppers around the outfield and bowlers’ run ups. 

 
Mattis officiating for a delivery by Sabastian Young, SA. 

 
All smiles following the fire alarm in Mackay! 

(L→R): Berend du Plessis, Mattis van Eck, 
Ashlee Gibbons, Roberto Howard, Jack 
Paterson, Andrew Hamilton, Eloise Sheridan, 
Andrew Crozier, Greg Beechley, Mike Graham-
Smith. 
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The game was reduced to 27 overs a side and continued until bad light forced us from the field at 
23.5 overs of the 2nd innings. Across town, Jayden Goodwin, duck! 
Round 6 saw two games end before lunch. One being the one in which I was standing with my 
roomie, Andrew Hamilton, the other being Ashlee’s. An early finish and a rare sunny day in Brisbane 
made for ideal conditions to head down to the river for some refreshments. Elsewhere in Round 6, 
Vic Metro batsman Jake Fraser-McGurk posted the tournament high score of 177 (113). Following 
Round 6 was our final rest day. Most of the group had separate plans to meet friends/family or to do 
some shopping. Two of us took a drive to check out Lone Pine Koala Sanctuary, another welcome 
mental break. We just got through everything we wanted to see before the next storm hit and we 
headed back to the city.  
I didn’t get a semi-final appointment, but that did provide me the chance to stand with Mike Graham-
Smith in one of the plate games. We had NSW Metro vs Vic Country. A number of the Vic fast 
bowlers had been struck down by injuries earlier in the week, meaning a lot of spin was called upon. 
Vic Country managed to bowl NSW Metro out in 49.3 overs and 2 hr 40 min, an amazingly quick 
over rate. Mike had some great pointers for me and the day proved invaluable, in spite of the lower 
intensity compared to that of the semi-finals. 
The final Round had me appointed to Vic Country vs CA XI with Ashlee. Lacking bowlers again and 
wicketless through 33 overs, Vic Country turned to the leg-spin of Tom Scott, who had not bowled 
a delivery yet in the tournament. In the 38th over, Tom picked up Vic Country’s first wicket before 
ending up with figures of 8.4-0-50-8 and a tournament average of 6.25! This time it took Vic Country 
49.4 overs and 2 hr 42 min to bowl out the opposition. After a 10-minute change over, we got 7.5 
overs into the 2nd innings before the storms came again and we left the field shortly before the 
scheduled lunch interval. No further play was possible, making this Ash and my 3rd pre-lunch finish 
of the carnival. 
Apart from the luggage issues, which would have been tough to predict, the tournament ran really 
well. The facilities (and weather) in Mackay were top shelf. CA’s decision to take a carnival to this 
regional centre was well rewarded. The cricket on display was also top notch. A consistent theme 
however, was teams struggling to chase down par or below par targets under the infamous 
“scoreboard pressure”. Perhaps one of the biggest differences between the youth stars and adults 
is the mental approach. Whatever the case, the foundation skills are there. 
Throughout the fortnight, talk around the tournament was solidly around Messrs Goodwin (476 runs 
@ 95.2) and Fraser-McGurk (425 runs @ 53.13, S/R 119.7). Further talk was about Nivethan “Niv” 
Radhakrishnan from Sydney, but representing the CA XI. Whereas the first two were solely spoken 
of due to their performances, Niv had the additional talking point of being ambidextrous. He bowls 
both right arm off spin and left arm orthodox, switching during overs depending if a left-handed or 
right-handed batter is on strike. 
Overall, I thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to participate in the carnival. It was great to work with 
some of my mates from last season’s 15s and build new relationships. Also, not having worked with 
Bob Parry at CV, it was great to spend a couple weeks with him and see why he is so highly spoken 
of. This was the longest and toughest tournament I’ve attended, either in RSA or Oz, and a great 
development step in the pathway. Hopefully one of many more to come. 

Mattis van Eck 
----------------------------------------------------- 
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GEOFF JOSHUA CELEBRATES 50TH FIRST-CLASS MATCH 
MILESTONE 

Cricket Australia National Umpire Panel Member, Geoff Joshua, became the 7th Victorian Umpire to 
reach the 50 First-Class match milestone, when, accompanied on-field by Tony Wilds and Match 
Referee, David Talalla, he officiated in the Round 2 JLT Sheffield Shield match, South Australia vs 
Queensland at the Adelaide Oval from 25th to 28th October 2018. 
Joshua’s First-Class career began at the same venue in October 2009 when South Australia hosted 
Victoria in the Sheffield Shield. On that occasion, Victorian Brad Hodge made an imposing 195 in 
what would turn out to be his last First-Class match. Joshua’s partner for that match was now ICC 
Elite Umpire Panel Member Rod Tucker and Match Referee Bob Stratford. 
Joshua began his umpiring journey in the early 1990’s in the ranks of Victorian District Cricket and 
made his First-Grade debut in the 1995/96 season. Joshua was selected for representative duty in 
the 2002/03 and 2004/05 seasons when he was appointed to the Under 17 Male National 
Championships. Within two seasons, Joshua’s pathway progressed with appointment to the Under 
19 Male National Championships in the 2006/07 season. The following season Joshua made his 
List-A Debut in the Domestic One-Day Cup match between Victoria and Tasmania at the MCG. 
Joshua officiated in a further three Domestic One-Day Cup matches and two State T20 Big Bash 
matches in the 2008/09 season before being elevated to the Cricket Australia National Umpire Panel 
in 2009/10. Just prior to his First-Class debut in October 2009 he officiated in the Under 19 
International Top-End Series between Australia and Sri Lanka. The following season, Joshua 
officiated in the Women’s T20 International Series between Australia and England. Joshua was 
again appointed to the Women’s Ashes Series in 2013/14, standing in a One-Day International 
match at the MCG. In the most recent 2017/18 Women’s Ashes Series, Joshua stood on-field with 
Gerard Abood in the only Test Match at North Sydney Oval. Joshua’s international duties have also 
seen him appointed as Fourth Umpire in the First and Third Test matches the last time India toured 
Australia in the 2014/15 season. 
Joshua’s First-Class umpiring career also has an international flavour, as he travelled to New 
Zealand on exchange in the 2015/16 season to officiate in the Plunkett Shield match between 
Central Districts and Canterbury. A year later, Joshua travelled to South Africa to officiate in two 
Sunfoil Series Matches. One of these matches was at the famous Wanderers Stadium in 
Johannesburg. 
In addition to his 49 First-Class matches, Joshua has stood on-field in 41 Domestic One-Day Cup 
matches with a further 19 as TV Umpire. In the shortest format, Joshua has been appointed to 40 
KFC Big Bash League matches with a further 25 as TV Umpire. Joshua’s Victorian Premier Cricket 
contribution spans more than two decades and includes three First-Grade finals as well as being 
named Cricket Victoria’s Umpire of the Year in 2016/17. To complement these data, at the end of 
the 2017-18 season, Joshua’s CV statistics read as follows: 407 matches comprising 147 Senior, 
167 1sts, 55 2nds, 27 3rds, 16 4ths and 2 VWCA 1sts. 
Finally, for the record, his 50th First-Class match, ended in a draw (Queensland 231 (with young SA 
spinner Lloyd Pope recording 7/87) and 6/357 (Sam Heazlett, 118 N.O.), South Australia 505 (Tom 
Cooper, 178 and Jake Lehman, 126). 

(Much of the text above is taken from an article published by the Umpiring Department of Cricket Australia who are 
acknowledged for permission to reproduce their text in Law 43.  Ed.) 

------------------------------------------------------- 
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MACCA’S BOOK REVIEW 
The Tattooist of Auschwitz – Heatheer Morris (Harper Paperbacks, 2018) ISBN 978-0-06-
27915-5 
This is a story of the years that many people would prefer to forget, regarding the concentration 
camps during the Second World War. 
Lale, was a Slovakian who was transported to Auschwitz in the early part of 1942 to what we now 
know as the gas chambers. Here thousands of people were put to death for no apparent reason. He 
was conscripted to do the tattooist job here by the original Tattooist, to help with this identification 
process of men, women and teenage children. For Lale, it was to be his way to survive this war. 
He tattooed many arms, but one young girl about eighteen was to stand out to this mid-twenty-year-
old as he had to remark those five numbers on her arm when she was moved from one compound 
to another. Being the Tattooist, allowed him some privileges like extra rations, although he was 
always guarded by the German soldier allotted to keep an eye on him while he was at work. 
Things did not go well early, with many prisoners being put to work in the fields, building bunkhouses 
and the crematoriums, as the place expanded with the daily intake of people. Gita, that young girl, 
was to almost die with exhaustion and typhus. She survived with the help of other girls in her 
compound, the extra food and medicine Lale was able to get from the food rations, and the friendship 
of two workers who were able to smuggle goods into the compound each other day. 
Payment for all these things was in the form of jewellery which was collected by women workers 
when the prisoners were made to disrobe and leave everything behind usually upon entering the 
camp. These jewels were given to Lale to purchase the extra food, medicine and chocolates, which 
he then distributed among as many as possible in the compounds. 
Gita’s compound supervisor was bribed with chocolate so that Lale and Gita could meet 
occasionally. Since the guards were not over endowed with their own rations, this was a very good 
currency. This was undertaken by Lale over a three-year period, with the help of trusted friends 
always with a watchful eye out for the SS, until at long last the Russians liberated the camp and the 
people inside were transported away at very short notice. 
Lale and Gita were separated, but as luck would have it, they met up once they had made their way 
back to their country after several months looking for each other. They were married, as he had 
promised her in the camp, and eventually made a living in the now Czechoslovakia before they 
moved to Australia, and settled here in Melbourne. 
They had one son, and lived a happy life, with him remembering the devotion of each to the other, 
that was total and uncompromising. After fifty years of marriage it was great to see them both, 
cuddling, holding hands, and kissing as their love was always shown. It was a joy to behold. 
Lale told his story after his beloved Gita passed away in October 2003. During their married life, 
they did not discuss the atrocities that they had endured, but lived by the motto “if you wake up in 
the morning, it is a good day.” 

Eric Kelly 
----------------------------------------------------- 
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VCAUSA CALENDAR 
The ongoing VCAUSA calendar for 2018-19, as far as is known at this stage is as follows: 

Date Activity Notes 
Thursday, 22 November, 
2018, 7:00 pm 

CV T&D CV CityPower Centre, St Kilda 

Tuesday, 4 December, 
2018, 7:30 pm 

CoM Meeting Finlayson Home, 17 Cam Street, 
Burwood East 

Thursday, 13 December, 
2018, 7:00 pm 

CV T&D CV CityPower Centre, St Kilda 

Wednesday, 16 January, 
2019 

Restaurant Night Bon Ap, 193 Brunswick Street, 
Fitzroy 

Tuesday, 22 January, 
2019, 7:30 pm  

CoM Meeting  Venue to be confirmed 

Thursday, 24 January, 
2019, 7:00 pm 

VCAUSA BBQ at 6:00 pm 
& CV T&D at 7:00 pm 

CV CityPower Centre, St Kilda  

Tuesday, 19 February, 
2019, 7:00 pm 

CV T&D CV CityPower Centre, St Kilda 

Tuesday, 5 March, 2019, 
7:00 pm 

CV T&D (Finals Umpires 
only) 

CV CityPower Centre, St Kilda 

Monday, 11 March, 2019 
(Labour Day)  

Social Cricket Match VCAUSA vs Mount Waverley 
Vets 

Tuesday, 12 March, 2019, 
7:30 pm) 

CoM Meeting  Venue to be confirmed  

19 – 22 April, 2019 Easter Exchange with 
SACUSA, Melbourne 

Includes Crockett Shield Match 
(Saturday) and Butler Trophy 
(Sunday) 

Friday, 17 May, 2019 VCAUSA Annual Dinner & 
Presentation Night 

Venuto Club, Bulleen 

 
CUP DAY PICTORIAL REPORT (CONT’D) 

 

 

 
The Bookie’s apprentices, 

Benjamin Denmead and Lachlan 
Willis 

 
Vi Baird and Peter Hooper  

Fascinator Judge, Cyril Andrews, 
and one winner, Heather Holt 


